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The consciousness of this pervading ill-will has doubtless
contributed appreciably to that patriotic solidarity of prow-
ess in the German people on which the warlike policy of
the Imperial government leans, and so has served to ac-
celerate the shifting of the Empire's forces, material and,
spiritual, into a strategical position incompatible with any
but a warlike outcome.

Latterday events have so turned as to cut off speculation
as to the chances of war and peace contained in this posture
of German affairs. And efforts to place or shift or distribute
the blame for the state of war into which Europe has fallen
would be little if any more profitable.1 Yet it may not be
altogether beside the point to look farther into the circum-
stances, as distinct from the diplomatic reasons, which have
brought events to this climax. It may safely be said that
the outbreak came as a shock to everyone 5 but it was a sur-
prise to none but the diplomatists, and to them it was only
a diplomatic surprise. Along with the shock there was a
perceptible sense of relief as from long suspense. It may
also safely be said that it was not necessary formally to

1Much has been said and little has been accomplished in the diplomatic
recrimination by which the blame has been sought to be apportioned. All
parties to this exchange of blame deny any intention to bring on the
war; the Gennan denial being on the whole the more voluble. The reason
for this denial is the need of it. There can be no harm in recognising the
entire disingenuousness of all parties to the controversy. That the Gennan
volume of prevarication is the larger is something of a fortuitous cir-
cumstance, doe to their more urgent diplomatic need. With the same
opportunities and provocation it is doubtful if British diplomacy would
not have done just as well, and it is not doubtful that the Russians would
have done better.